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Stations 

Julianehanb, Greenland.. - _ _  
Reykjavik, Iceland.. ._...___ 
Lerwick. Shetland Islands-.. 

NORTH ATLANTIC OCEAN, AUGUST 1937 

By H. C. HUNTER 
Atmospheric pressure.-The departures of average pres- 

sure from nonnal were more pronounced than is usual in 
the case of a suinlner month. Over waters near Grcen- 
land and western Iceland the deficiency was large, Juliane- 
haab, Greenland, reporting 0.20 inch. On the other hand, 
the vicinity of the British Isles had a marked excess; a t  
Lerwick i t  was 0.22 inch. 

The waters near the American coast from the Carolinas 
to southern Lnbrador had pressure nioderately above nor- 
mal. I n  general, portions of the North Atlantic near or to 
southward of the 40th parallel had pressure averages 
slightly greater than normal, save the Antilles-Caribbean 
region. 

The pressure extremes of vessel reports at hnnd for the 
month are 30.47 and 39.06 inches. The higher reading 
was noted approximately 400 miles to south-southwest- 
ward of Hortn, during the forenoon of the 23d, on the 
French steamship Capitnine Paul Lemerle. The lower 
reading was radioed by an unidentified steamer during the 
final evening of the month, the position being about lati- 
tude 56' north, longitude 31' west. Other readings very 
nearly as low were reported earlier in the day by vessels 
in that vicinity. 
TABLE 1.-Averages, departures, and eztremes of atmospheric pressure 

(sea level) at selected statzona for the North Atlantac Ocean and its 
0hores, August 1937 
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pressure 
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Bermuda _.._..______________ 
Turks Island _....___._______ 
Kay West ._.._______________ 
New Orleans __________._____ 

~~~~ 

Valencia, Ireland. _ _ _  . - _ _  - - _ _  
Lisbon, Portugal. - - - _ _  ___._. 
Madeira ______..___._._______ 

30. 19 
30.00 
29.98 
30.00 

I Horta Azores ........_...__. 
Belle isle. Newfoundland -... 
Halifex. Nova Scotia.. . - .__. 
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NoTR.--AII data based on 8. m observations only, with departures compiled from best 
avallable normals related to time of observation. eaoept Hatteras, h e y  West, h'antucket 
and New Orleans, which are 24-hour corrected means. 

Extra-tropical cyc~ones and gales.-G ales connected with 
low-pressure areas of extra-tropical origin were not niim- 
erous, and were noted chiefly (hiring the final 9 days of the 
month. Low- pressure covered many northern regions for 
days in succession during this period and especially low 
readings were noted during the last day in a section about 
midway between the southern tip of Greenland and south- 
westorn Ireland. For vessels operating along the chief 
steninship lanes tmhe strong winds connected with these low- 
pressure areas blew niainly from a southerly or south- 
westerly clirection. 

I n  just one instance was a wind force as great as 10 
recorded in connection with any low-pressure area to 
northward of the 45th parallel. This was on the 25th 
or 36tli, when the Belgian steamship Em ile Franqui, 
wcsthound, was near midocean. 

Tropical disturban.ces.-No phenomenally sbrong winds 
occurred in connection with the disturbances which started 
within or close to the Tropics. The first of these, forming 
in July, w-ns discussed in the REVIEW of that month. 
I t  was centered not far to southeastward or eastward of 
the New England const on August 1, ani1 the first 5 
gales shown in the accomponging table oc.curred in con- 
nec,t,ion with that storm. A somewhat similar pat,h wns 
taken by the second disturba.nc,e, whkh aclvsnced from 
the Bahamas to near Sable Island during the 2d t,o 8th. 
Four resulting gales during the period 5th-8th are included 
in the table. 

The third disturbnnce moved from nort'lieast of the 
Lesser Antilles, on the 30th, to the northeast coast of 
Florida, whic,h it crossed on t8he 30th. Five reports of 
gale-force winds, met in no case before the 28th, are 
connec.ted with this storm and may be found in the 
acconipsnying table. 

A special report on the latter two disturbanc,es appears 
elsewhere in this issue of the REVIEW. 

Fog.-Report,s a t  hand mostly indicate less fog during 
August than there had been during the July preceding, 
especially around the British Isles. However, near Nova 
Scotia and New England August is indicated as the foggier 
month of the two. These waters adjacent to New Eng- 
land, in fact, had much more fog than the average amount 
in previous August's. The 5' square, 40' to 45' N., 65' 
to 70' W., led all other North At,la.ntic squares in fre- 
quenc.y, wit,h 23 days. 

Near the Grand Banks and Newfoundhnd the leading 
square was t1in.t from 40' to 45' N., 45' to 50' W., where 
14 days hac1 fog. The first week of August was nearly 
free from fog in the Grand Banks area. 

Near Delawa.re Bay and to southward there was prac- 
ticsllg nowhere any fog. To southward of the 35th 
parallel of latitude no part of the North Atlantic has 
reported fog or an atmospheric conclition resembling fog, 
save that on t8he 12th there was very limited visibility 
in a section to southward of the Cnnary Islands, close to 
the west coa.st of Africa. Such a condition in that section 
seems usually due to very fine sand blown from t,he Afri- 
can mainland. 

At a lat,e hour of the l l t h ,  in dense fog, the British 
st,epmship Duchess of dthobl and the Danish steamship 
h1a:ine collided about 180 niiles to sout,heastward of 
Boston. The lnt8t,er presently sank, after her crew 
abandoned her, while the former made port, somewhat 
damaged. On the 13th the steam drifter Oswy was 
sunk in the North Sea, off Tynemouth, by collision during 
prevalence of fog, and 3 of her crew of 9 were reported 
missing. 


